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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the Application filed on June 25, 2003. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because, in lines 2-3, the "text-to- 
speech converter" should read the "speech-to-text converter". Correction is required. 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

in [0007], the "text-to-speech converter" should read the "speech-to-text 
converter", 

in [0020] "the voice signature 18" is believed to be a typographical error. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: in line 3, the "text- 
to-speech converter" should read the "speech-to-text converter". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jong 
(USPN 6,173,250). 

Claim 1: 
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Jong discloses a method of voice-to-text reduction for real-time messaging 
(Abstract), comprising the steps of: 

receiving a speech input at a calling party ("receiving audio input signals from the 
user", col. 3, lines 13-20); 

transcribing the speech input to a text message ("converting them into textual 
representations", col. 3, lines 13-20); 

transmitting the text message as a text stream to a called party ("textual 
representations are the sent to the subscriber terminal", col. 3, lines 13-20); 

receiving a text message from the called party as a text stream ("communication 
is achieved by the sending of continuous streams of text data", col. 3, lines 20-24); 

and rendering the text stream at the called party and the calling party 
substantially in real-time ("realtime communication is achieved", col. 3, lines 20-24). 

Claim 2: 

Jong discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the method further comprises the 
step of sending a voice signature of the calling party to the called party ("a speech 
pattern of the party actually sending the text data may be stored ... in order to obtain a 
synthesized speech output", col. 6, lines 28-31). 

Claim 3: 

Jong discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the method further comprises the 
step of maintaining a voice signature repository of the calling party for access by a 
called party of a voice signature of the calling party when receiving a call from the 
calling party ("a speech pattern of the party actually sending the text data may be stored 
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in the speech pattern database ... in order to obtain a synthesized speech output", col. 
6, lines 28-31). 
Claim 4: 

Jong discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the step of rendering comprises 
the step of converting the text message at the called party to a speech output by using 
text-to-speech conversion ("the text data ... may be forwarded to the text to speech 
conversion device... where the text data in converted", col. 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 5: 

Jong discloses the method of claim 2, wherein the step of rendering comprises 
the step of converting the text message at the called party to a speech output by using 
text-to-speech conversion in conjunction with the voice signature of the calling party 
("the text to speech converter 407 converts the text data into speech output signals 
using synthesized speech pattern ", col 6, lines 13-16, "a speech pattern of the party 
actually sending the text data may be stored ... in order to obtain a synthesized speech 
output", col. 6, lines 28-31). 

Claim 6: 

Jong discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the method further comprises the 
step of translating the text message to another language to provide a translated text 
message ("the language translator 900 performs language translation", col. 9, lines 14- 
19). 

Claim 7: 



Application/Control Number: 10/603,495 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2626 

Jong discloses the method of claim 6, wherein the step of transmitting comprises 
the step of transmitting the translated text message ("the speech recognition device 203 
outputs text data in a selected language", col. 8, lines 61-64). 

Claim 8: 

Jong discloses the method of claim 6, wherein the step of translating the text 
message occurs in at least one location selected among the calling party, the called 
party, and a server on a network coupled between the calling party and the called party 
("the speech recognition device 203 further includes a language translator 900", col. 8, 
lines 66-67, FIG. 9). 

Claim 9: 

The method of claim 2, wherein the step of rendering comprises the step of 
converting the text message at the called party to a speech output by using text-to- 
speech synthesis in conjunction with the voice signature of the calling party("the text to 
speech converter 407 converts the text data into speech output signals using 
synthesized speech pattern ", col. 6, lines 13-16, "a speech pattern of the party actually 
sending the text data may be stored ... in order to obtain a synthesized speech output", 
col. 6, lines 28-31). 

Claim 10: 

Jong discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the step of rendering comprises 
the step of displaying the text message in at least one location selected among the 
called party and the calling party ("the text data can be displayed", col. 5, lines 24-30). 

Claim 11: 
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Jong disclose a system for voice-to-text reduction for real-time messaging 
(Abstract), comprising: 

a microphone for receiving a calling party's speech input (FIG. 2, item 212, and 
related text); 

a speech-to-text converter for converting the calling party's speech input to a text 
message (FIG. 2, item 203, and related text); 

a transmitter for transmitting the text message as a text stream to a called party 
(FIG. 2, item 205, and related text); 

a receiver for receiving another text message from the called party (FIG. 2, item 
205, and related text); 

and a rendering device for rendering text messages substantially in real-time 
(FIG. 2, item 204, and related text). 

Claim 12: 

Jong discloses the system of claim 1 1 , wherein the system further comprises a 
translator for translating the text message into another language (FIG. 9, item 900, and 
related text). 

Claim 13: 

Jong discloses the system of claim 11, wherein the system further comprises a 
text-to-speech synthesizer and the rendering device comprises a speaker for providing 
an audible output of the received text message from the called party (FIG. 2, items 206, 
211, and related text). 

Claim 14: 
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Jong discloses the system of claim 13, wherein the text-to-speech synthesizer 
uses a voice signature of the called party in producing the audible output (FIG. 4, item 
406, and related text, "a speech pattern of the party actually sending the text data may 
be stored ... in order to obtain a synthesized speech output", col. 6, lines 28-31). 

Claim 15: 

Jong disclose the system of claim 11, wherein the rendering device comprises a 
display for displaying at least one among the text message from the calling party and 
the text message from the called party (FIG. 2, item 204, and related text). 

Claim 16: 

Jong discloses the system of claim 1 1 , wherein the text streams are received and 
transmitted over an instant messaging/chat system ("one type of communication 
generally used by the subscriber terminals 100 and 1 10 is chat", col. 4, lines 57-63). 

Claim 17: 

Jong discloses the system of claim 1 1 , wherein the text streams are received and 
transmitted over a messaging system using data transmission protocols ("set up 
communications protocols ... to initiate the communications process", col. 4, lines 25- 
31). 

Claim 18: 

Jong discloses the system of claim 1 1 , wherein the system further comprises a 
voice profile for converting text messages into alternate text messages as defined by a 
user such as the calling party or called party ("translates the text data into text data of 
the selected language", col. 9, lines 14-19). 
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Claim 19: 

Claim 19 is similar in scope and content to claim 1 and; therefore claim 19 is 
rejected under the same rationale. 
Claim 20: 

Claim 20 is similar in scope and content to claim 5 and; therefore claim 20 is 
rejected under the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Nelson (US PGPub 2003/0097262) discloses a handheld communicating device 
with text-to-speech and speech-to-text capabilities. 

Saindon et al. (USPN 6,820,055) discloses systems and methods for converting 
speech to text and transferring the text to a user. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel G. Neway whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1058. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30AM - 5:30PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David R Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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